APPENDIX X

EXTRACT FROM GOVERNO&GENERAUS DESPATCH
TO COLONIAL OFFICE

PRETORIA,
November 6, 1913

You will observe that Mr. Gandhi appears to be disconcerted by the in-
action of the Government, and to have made representations to the effect that
it was their duty to arrest the demonstrators and to provide them with board
and lodging.

On Monday last General Smuts explained his policy *to *my Secretary.
He said that his refusal to interfere with many of the Passive Resisters in the
Transvaal had led to a collapse, for the time being at any rate, of the move-
ment, and he thought that a similar policy of laissez-faire might produce simi-
lar results in the case of the Natal strikers. Mr. Gandhi appears to be in a
position of much difficulty. Like Frankenstein he found his monster an uncom-
fortable creation, and he would be gkd to be relieved of further responsibility
for its support. The Department had been anxious to arrest him, but this
course had not commended itself to the Ministerial mbd. If Mr. Gandhi were
arrested, he would be able to disclaim further responsibility for the mainte-
nance of his army of strikers. So long as he remained at liberty, the Indians
would look to him to provide for their necessities. General Smuts therefore pro-
posed to adhere to his policy of non-interference, and he would place no obsta-
cles in the way of strikers entering the Transvaal. They did not belong to the
trading classes and could do little harm. Moreover, there would be no diffi-
culty in returning most, if not all, of them to Natal later on. At present they
were quite peaceable, and if later on, under the stress of hunger or hardship,
they became lawless, they could easily be dealt with. It was not unlikely that
in the end, when the supply of provisions began to fail, they would ask to be
sent back to their work in Natal, and he would then be prepared to provide
transport for their return. He doubted whether Mr. Gandhi would agitate
among the workers on the sugar estates unless the strike on the coal mines
proved successful.

The number of strikers now on the march is estimated at 4,000, Mr. Gorges
told my Secretary today, that this morning a body of about 2,400, including
approximately 130 women and 40 children, had crossed into the Transvaal They
would be allowed to proceed, in the hope that when they were well inside
the Province, Mr. Kallenbach and Mr. Polak might be tempted by the supine-
ness of the Authorities to lead further bodies of men across the frontier. Those
two gentlemen, whom the Department were particularly anxious to secure, would